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DRAFT RESOLUTION

THE AMERICAS: A ZONE OF PEACE, COOPERATION, 
AND PEACEFUL DISPUTE SETTLEMENT 

(Approved during the third session of the General Committee held on June 5, 2014)
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

BEARING IN MIND that Article 2 of the Charter of the Organization of American States enshrines strengthening the peace and security of the continent, preventing possible causes of difficulties, and ensuring the pacific settlement of disputes that may arise among the member states as one of its essential purposes;   
UNDERSCORING that the General Assembly, meeting in Santiago, Chile, on June 8 to 10, 2003, acknowledged with satisfaction and emphasized, as an important achievement for hemispheric security, the declaration of the South American presidents, adopted at their second meeting, held in Guayaquil, Ecuador, on July 27, 2002, establishing the region as a South American Zone of Peace and Cooperation;   
NOTING that the General Assembly, meeting in Santiago, Chile, on June 8 to 10, 2003, expressed the commitment of the Organization of American States toward contributing effectively to initiatives carried out at the regional and subregional levels to strengthen peace and security;   
HIGHLIGHTING that peace is a value and a principle in itself, based on democracy, justice, respect for human rights, solidarity, security, and respect for international law;   

REAFFIRMING that peace is a supreme asset and a legitimate aspiration of all peoples and that preserving peace is a fundamental element of hemispheric integration and cooperation;   
REITERATING our commitment to the principle of the peaceful settlement of disputes embodied in the Charter of the United Nations and the OAS Charter and our decision to strengthen peace in the Hemisphere, through conflict prevention and the peaceful settlement of disputes;   
RECALLING that in the Declaration on Security in the Americas, adopted at the Special Conference on Security, in Mexico City, Mexico, in October 2003, the member states considered that “zones of peace and cooperation contribute to peace, security, and cooperation in the Hemisphere” and declared their support for “the creation of zones of peace at the bilateral or subregional level by member states”;   
UNDERSCORING that in the Consensus of Guayaquil, Ecuador, of July 2002, the South American presidents, inspired by the vocation of attaining peaceful coexistence, declared South America to be a Zone of Peace and Cooperation;   
CONSIDERING that the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session, held in the city of Quito, Ecuador, from June 6 to 8, 2004, reiterated the content and aims of resolution AG/RES. 1969 (XXXIII-O/03), “Recognition of the South American Zone of Peace and Cooperation,” in particular the expressed commitment of the Organization of American States to contribute effectively to initiatives carried out at the regional and subregional levels to strengthen peace;   
CONSIDERING that the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth regular session, held in the city of Quito, Ecuador, from June 6 to 8, 2004, requested the Permanent Council to continue to consider, in the Committee on Hemispheric Security, the topic of zones of peace and cooperation in the region, which would help to consolidate confidence-building measures in the various fields of defense and security and promote fruitful hemispheric cooperation, and to report on this matter to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session;   
NOTING that important regional initiatives have been established in:

a. the Galápagos Declaration: Andean Agreement on Peace, Security, and Cooperation of December 1983; 

b. the 1990 Declaration of Puntarenas, which declares Central America to be a region of peace, freedom, democracy, and development; 

c. the Declaration of MERCOSUR, Bolivia, and Chile as a Zone of Peace, signed in Ushuaia, Argentina, in July 1998; 

d. the commitment adopted in the Communiqué of Brasilia at the First Meeting of Presidents of South America on September 1, 2000; 

e. the Lima Commitment, established in the Andean Charter for Peace and Security, signed on June 17, 2002;

f. the unanimous decision of the ministers of foreign affairs and defense of South America who resolved to make UNASUR a privileged forum for dialogue and political cooperation for the peaceful coexistence of peoples, as a result of which UNASUR decided at the presidential level to strengthen South America as a zone of peace; and

g. the Proclamation of Latin America and the Caribbean as a Zone of Peace, adopted by thirty-three heads of state and government at the Second Summit of the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States, held on January 28 and 29, 2014, in Havana, Cuba, which reaffirms our states’ political will to guarantee and promote peace and the peaceful resolution of disputes;   
EMPHASIZING that the Hemisphere of the Americas has managed to resolve all conflicts among states, using existing means for the peaceful settlement of disputes, as a result of which it is the only region in which there are currently no armed conflicts between states;   
REAFFIRMING the Declaration of Lima: Peace, Security, and Cooperation in the Americas, adopted by the OAS General Assembly session held in Lima, Peru, in June 2010, in which, inter alia, it ratified its respect for international law and its faith in the peaceful settlement of disputes and at the same time its decision to continue fostering a culture of peace and promoting education for peace among the countries of the region;    
REAFFIRMING the global and regional validity of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty, The Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on their Destruction, the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and on their Destruction, and the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America (Tlatelolco); and   
AFFIRMING with pride and humility that the peoples of the Americas have attained the political maturity that allows them to resolve disputes between states by using all the tools necessary to uphold peace and permanent cooperation,   
RESOLVES: 

1. To reaffirm the purposes and principles related to the peace of the Hemisphere enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations and the Charter of the Organization of American States and to reaffirm its commitment to respect international law and its faith in the peaceful settlement of disputes.   
2. To Consolidate the Americas as a zone of peace based on respect for the principles and provisions of international law, including the international instruments to which the member states are parties, and the principles and purposes of the United Nations Charter and the Charter of the Organization of American States. 
3. Based on the principles upheld in the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS) of respect for the personality, sovereignty, and independence of states, the sovereign right of every state to choose its political, economic, and social system and to organize itself in the way best suited to it, and of condemnation of wars of aggression, the states of the Americas renew their determination to cooperate extensively to eliminate poverty, consolidate social justice and security, permit full enjoyment of the fundamental rights of the individual, and strengthen democracy in the Hemisphere, as valid paths for consolidating peace among the states of the Hemisphere and the solidarity that makes it possible to settle any dispute that may arise among the states of the Americas. 
4. To assist in the preservation of peace and the peaceful settlement of disputes between OAS member states and to reiterate the commitment that no State or group of States has the right to intervene, directly or indirectly, for any reason whatever, in the internal or external affairs of any other State. The foregoing principle precludes not only armed force, but also any other form of interference or attempted threat against the personality of a State or against its political, economic, and cultural elements; and to reiterate the commitment to observe the principles of national sovereignty and other principles of international law.   
5. To reaffirm also that democracy constitutes a right and a fundamental shared value that contributes to the stability, peace, and development of the States of the Hemisphere and that the full exercise thereof is essential for the consolidation of the rule of law and the political, economic, and social development of peoples, as set forth in the Democratic Charter.   
6. Their commitment to ensuring that the Organization of American States continues to contribute to the overcoming of tensions and solution of crises, with full respect for the sovereignty of states and the principles of the OAS Charter; and, in addition, to continue supporting bilateral, subregional, regional, and international efforts, agreements, and mechanisms to prevent conflicts and achieve the peaceful settlement of disputes.   
7. To support bilateral, subregional, and regional efforts, agreements, and mechanisms for conflict prevention and the peaceful settlement of disputes.    
8. To ask the Permanent Council to continue to consider, in the Committee on Hemispheric Security, the topic of zones of peace and cooperation in the region, which will help to consolidate confidence-building measures in the various fields of defense and security.   
9. To actively promote disarmament and nonproliferation of weapons of mass destruction and their delivery systems and to continue developing and implementing confidence-building measures, including among them the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions (CITAAC). 
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